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“Film Society Movement took big strides when those with vision, who loved cin
passionately, and who were not bureaucratic or puny people, guided it. Barring a
areas, the movement has now become moribund” — Prof. Vijaya Mulay. (Visiting Scho,
McGill University, Canada; Pioneer Leader of the Film Society Movement in Inc
Former President of the Federation of Film Societies of India. )
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August Lumiere and Luis Lumiere offered the world a wonderful experience
December 28, 1895 at a café in Paris. They showed an exhibition of moving images. T
history of cinema started off. And in the year 1920, again in Paris, Luis de Loy
established the first film club of the world. Name of his organization was “Cine Clul
The history of the Film Society Movement began. In the year 1924, “Cine Club 1
France™ was established. Some twenty more film societies were formed in the next thr
years in France. The “Cine Club” known to the French was the “Film Society” to t
English. The first “Film Society” was established in London in October 25, 1925. Emine
personalities like Anthony Asquith, Sidney Burnstein, Ivor Montegue, HG Wells, Geor;
Bernard Shaw were among the founder members of the society. Many other film societis
were formed in Germany, Australia, Canada, USA and in other countries almost durir
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In India, the first film society was formed in Bombay (now Mumbai) in 1937, The
“Amateur Cine Society” was formed by the enterprise of film critic Rudi Laden,
documentary maker Dr. Pati, Dereck Jephrys and others. One of is prime movers was
Stanley Jepson, the then Editor of the ‘Tllustrated Weekly of India’ - one of the most
prestigious publications of India brought out by the House of the “Times of India’
Publication. Later in 1942, The “Bombay Film Society” was formed by the documentary
maker Clement Baptiste, K L Khadpur and commentator Samuel Barkley. Although
these two socicties worked for long, the leadership required to elevate the subject to a
movement could not be provided by these film societies. “Bombay Film Society” was
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yearly contribution amounted to Rs.10/- for each member. The inaugural film for this
socicty was again ‘Battleship Potemkin'. Others mention-worthy personalities connected
with “Delhi Film Society” in the formative years were Aruna Asaf A, Indira Gandhi
(later the Prime Minister of India), [ K Guzral (Iater the Prime Minister of India) and the
like. In 1957 the “Madras Film Society” was established.
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In the year 1959, in & meefing at the residence of the then Secretary of “Sahitya
Academy’ - Krishna Kripalani, it was decided that a central organization should be
constructed. Following this, on 13 December 1959, in Delhi, the “Federation of Film
Societies of ndia” was formed combining the fitm societies of Calcutta (now Kolkata),
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